Year 2 Maths Strategies

In Year 2 your child will be introduced to four different written methods that will help them solve the four operations (addition, subtraction, division and multiplication). Below we have explained each of these methods in detail, so that you too, can support your child in using a consistent method at home. 

Addition
We explain and reinforce to your child, throughout the year, that addition can be done in any order but that it is often a good idea to start an addition calculation with the biggest number first. The method below is called the ‘blank number line’ and is the method your child will be taught to use in school.  

For example:
35 + 21 =

First your child needs to use a ruler to draw their number line:


Next your child should look at the calculation and find the largest number and write it at the beginning of the blank number line (in this case 35):

35


Then the tens of the other number need to be added. Your child should draw a big bump to represent each ten. Finally the answer should be written underneath the line or inside the bump:

55
45
35


Next the units need to be added. A smaller bump (baby bump) should be drawn to represent this. The answer should be written underneath the line or inside the bump and also by the calculation.

56
55
45
35


Subtraction
We explain and reinforce to your child, throughout the year, that subtraction can only be done in one way otherwise they will end up with a negative number. The method below is called the ‘blank number line’ and is the method your child will be taught to use in school.  

For example:
45 - 23 =

First your child needs to use a ruler to draw their number line:


Next your child should look at the calculation and find the largest number and write it at the end of the blank number line (in this case 45):

45


Then the tens of the other number need to be subtracted. Your child should draw a big bump to represent each ten. Finally the answer should be written underneath the line or inside the bump:

25
35
45


Next the units need to be subtracted. A smaller bump (baby bump) should be drawn to represent this. The answer should be written underneath the line or inside the bump and also by the calculation. 

23
22
24
35
45
25

Multiplication 
We explain and reinforce to your child, throughout the year, that multiplication can be done in any order. The method below is called ‘Arrays’ and is the method your child will be taught to use in school. 
 For example:
 2 x 3 = 

Your child should identify the two numbers in the calculation (in this case 2 and 3). Your child should then choose a number to show how many dots to draw vertically. 




Your child should then use the remaining number for their horizontal dots. 




Your child should then add up how many dots there are altogether (in this case 6) and complete the calculation 2 x 3 = 6. Once your child has completed one version of the array they should swap the numbers round and complete the alternative array. 




Over the course of the year your child will learn to interpret a multiplication calculation (such as 2 x 3) as ‘2 rows of 3 or ‘3 rows of 2’. In time your child will be able to draw two arrays for each multiplication calculation. 
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Division 
We explain and reinforce to your child, throughout the year, that division can only be done in one way. The method below is called the ‘grouping method’ and is the method your child will be taught to use in school (although we often refer to is as sweets and sweetie bags!) 

For example:
10 ÷ 2 = 

Firstly your child should find the biggest number (this should always be at the beginning of the calculation) and draw that many ‘sweets’. 



Your child should then identify the remaining number (in this case 2) and use this number to show how many ‘sweeties’ go in each ‘sweetie bag’. This is the grouping part!
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Finally your child should count how many ‘sweetie bags’ (groups) there are altogether (in this case 5) and complete the calculation 10 ÷ 2 = 5. 
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If you need any support or have any questions about the strategies above then please do not hesitate to contact your class teacher. 

Thank you for your support
The Year 2 Team
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